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The Next Chapter from Phil for Short (1919) 
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Timeless Innocence is a collection of scores for three films—the first originally released in 1919, 
and the last released in 2021. Each film portrays, in my eyes, a different kind of innocence that 
reflects their respective time periods. 
 
The first score in the suite was composed for a scene from Oscar Apfel’s 1919 feature film, Phil 
for Short, and represents an excerpt from what will eventually be a full score for the film (funded 
by the 2020/2022 Jon Vickers Film Scoring Award). In the excerpt, our main character, Phil 
(short for Damophilia), is being courted by the town banker: a nasty, arrogant, and entitled man 
who has himself declared as Phil’s guardian after the untimely death of her father. Phil is a free-
spirited and bright young woman who is constantly praised for her “innocence.” Her father, 
before his death, describes it as a shield that protects her from the outside world. Of course, in 
this time period innocence was expected of women and was a quality synonymous with naiveté 
and ignorance. However, Phil proves to be quite crafty throughout the course of the film and 
quickly disproves any notion of innocence as she outsmarts the conniving town banker. 
Constantly underestimated due to her perceived “innocence,” Phil’s theme in the score is meant 
to be free-spirited and pastoral but with a fiery and passionate underbelly.  
 
The Contender is a 2000 feature film directed by Rod Lurie and originally scored by Larry 
Groupé. The scene I rescored is from the very ending of the film in which the president of the 
United States appeals to a frustratingly partisan congress in order to confirm his vice-presidential 
nominee, a woman named Laine Hanson who is being relentlessly slandered by the Republican 
party due to a scandal from her past. In the president’s rousing speech, he confidently and 
triumphantly proclaims Hanson’s value as a leader to the American people and, not only 
convinces congress to push through her nomination, but gets a standing ovation from both sides 
of the political aisle when he is finished. The innocence in this scene is most apparent when 
viewing it from the context of modern-day politics—the notion of a democratic president 
winning over almost the entire Republican party after a nice speech was already a little 
farfetched in the political sphere of the 1990s but is absolutely ridiculous in today’s world. The 
Contender portrays a world in which integrity and good intentions can win even the most vicious 
political battles, and the music in this scene is meant to showcase the purity and sincerity of both 
the president’s character as well as Rod Lurie’s intentions as a director. 
 
Created as part of Film Independent’s 2021 “Project Involve” and directed by Cris Gris, Alma y 
Paz is about a young girl named Alma who is grappling with the recent loss of her mother. When 
her older sister, Paz, comes into town with the intention of selling their family home, Alma 
believes that she can win the lottery and ultimately save the last physical connection she has to 
her mother. This film is about the innocence of a child and the strength of that innocence when 
facing the harsh realities of the real world. The score for Alma y Paz is composed for flute and 
electronics—the flute gives a sense of nostalgia and childlike wonder, while the electronics 
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